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remarkable security, which compared favourably with that
of many European countries, had originally been brought
about by frightful exemplary punishments of robbers and
ill-doers, these were no longer in evidence, and during the
whole of my time in Persia I not only never witnessed an
execution or a bastinado, but never heard of a specific case
of either in any place where I stayed, though the ghastly
pillars of mortar with protruding human bones outside the
gates of Shfraz still bore witness to the stern rule of the
Shih's uncle Farhdd Mfrzd, Mu'tamadiid-Dawla, whom I
met only in the capacity of a courtly and learned bibliophile.
Yet withal the atmosphere was, as I have said, mediaeval:
politics and progress were hardly mentioned, and the talk
turned mostly on mysticism, metaphysics and religion ; the
most burning political questions were those connected with
the successors of the Prophet Muhammad in the seventh
century of our era; only a languid interest in external affairs
was aroused by the occasional appearance of the official
journals Iran and Ittild^ or the more exciting Akhtar pub-
lished in Constantinople; while at Kirman one post a week
maintained communication with the outer world. How
remote does all this seem from the turmoil of

Stormy later

years(1891 1891, the raging storms of 1905-11, the deadly
onwar s).          paralysis of the Russian terror which began on

Christmas Day in the year last mentioned, and then the
Great War, when Persia became the cockpit of three foreign
armies and the field of endless intrigues. The downfall of
Russian Imperialism freed her from the nightmare of a
century, and seemed to her to avenge the desecration of the
holy shrine of Mashhad in April, 1912, while the collapse of
the Anglo-Persian Agreement and consequent withdrawal
of British troops and advisers has left her for the time being
to her own devices, to make or mar her future as she can
and will.